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Circular Letter  

 

Subject:Availability of OTLR Sections 1 and Section 7 

To:MEMBERS AND PRIVATE CAR OWNERS File Number:OTLR 

This is to advise availability of the 2010 edition of the Open Top Loading Rules - 
Section 1, General Rules for Loading All Commodities  and Section 7, Rules for 
Loading All Commodities on Open Top Trailers and Containers for Rail Transport.   All 
sections of the OTLR Manual are shown on the attached order form.  The manual 
specifies the requirements governing the loading and securement of commodities on 
open top rail cars, as well as open top intermodal trailers and containers to be 
transported on rail cars.  The OTLR Manual provides listings of various AAR approved 
tie-down-related components, methods, and performance standards.  In addition, it 
includes procedures for gaining AAR approval of these related items.  These rules are 
mandatory for all shippers, loaders, load-adjustment parties and contractors, and rail 
carriers engaged in the movement or forwarding of open top shipments through North 
American rail interchange.   These manuals are effective immediately and are now 
available.   
 
An Order Form for purchase of the complete Open Top Manual or individual sections is 
attached for your convenience.    Please note that open top shipper users of these 
manuals may obtain free copies by completing and returning the attached form to 
dwayne.florence@railinc.com.    Once the form has been completed and processed by 
the AAR, a User ID and Password will be assigned which will allow the ability to 
download the manuals, free of charge.   For further information on ordering publications, 
contact pubs@aar.com.       

Current AAR copyright policy does not permit independent copying or distribution of the 
OTLR, either hard copy or electronic version.  This includes posting of this or other AAR 
copyrighted material on company computer networks, Internet sites, or other methods 
of electronic distribution.  This applies to AAR members and nonmembers alike.  Please 
refer to the copyright statement within each manual for further details. 
 
Sincerely, 

Sincerely, 

James P. Grady 

Assistant Vice President - Technical Services 

202-639-2141 202-639-2930 Email:jgrady@aar.org 
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Attachments 

rr shippers web 2010 otlr order form.doc  

otlrordfrm.doc  
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